Notice of impending dissolution of inactive Subcommittees on Taxonomy
Daniel R. Brown* † The Executive Board of the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes (ICSP) establishes formal Subcommittees on Taxonomy that are composed of experts on the classification of various taxa. The functions of active subcommittees are described in Article 12 of the ICSP Statutes [1] . Article 12 also authorizes the Executive Board to dissolve inactive subcommittees. A subcommmittee is considered inactive if it has not produced minutes over a 5-year period and no chair, secretary or members can be identified who are willing to continue its work. As shown in Table 1 , only 14 of the 31 previously established subcommittees are active according to those criteria, and one of those 14 is approaching inactive status. Others have not published minutes or had an identifiable officer since the 1970s (Table 2) . Since August 2014, extensive efforts have been made by the ICSP Secretary for Subcommittees on Taxonomy, through literature searches and by personal outreach, to identify persons who might be willing to continue the work of the inactive subcommittees. Following open discussions among the membership during the 2017 Plenary Meeting of the ICSP, the Board voted in executive session to announce the impending dissolution of the inactive subcommittees. Those subcommittees listed in Table 2 will be officially dissolved 6 months after publication of the minutes of the 2017 Plenary Meeting of the ICSP. This action will be reconsidered on a case-by-case basis if parties willing to carry on the formal work of a subcommittee can be 
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